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TOWN OF CHINA GROVE 

A special meeting of the China Grove Town Council 

 
 

Tuesday, February 15, 2022                                                                China Grove Town Hall 

6:00 p.m.                          China Grove, North Carolina 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Seaford called the regular meeting of February 15th, 2022 to order.  He led us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.   

 

Mayor Seaford called roll.  All council members were present. There was a quorum.   

 

Mr. Bringle made a motion to adopt the agenda. Mr. Phillips seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

I) Project Rabbit 

Mayor Seaford stated we do not know the name of the business that is being called Project Rabbit, but we do 

know the company is an online retailer. He stated this company has five to seven of these facilities throughout 

the world. He stated this company is a company that everyone will be familiar with once the name is revealed. 

He stated they are looking at four other locations, another location in North Carolina, one in South Carolina, 

and one in Ohio. He stated if China Grove is selected, the company would bring 2,500 full time jobs by the end 

of 2028, and 2,600 seasonal jobs. He stated the company would be investing $584 million through 

construction, the new facility, and instillation of new equipment. He stated the majority of this improvement 

would be completed by 2023.  

 

Mayor Seaford opened the public hearing. 

 

Jason Overcash - 1240 Scercy Road  

He stated he owns 211 and 201 North Main Street, Wash Me Detail Shop and future Grove Cartel Brewing Co. 

He stated 80% tax return to a company that we do not know who they are is astonishing. He asked who is 

negotiating the terms, have we negotiated, are we asking for tiered down investment or tax breaks. He stated 

the town would only recoup $5 million over 15 years, which would be roughly $333,000 a year. He stated the 

town could not provide services to the citizens for that amount. He asked how many calls for service for a 

facility employing 5,000 people do you estimate there will be. He stated he pulled the call log for the new 

Chewy plant in Rowan County and there were over 300 calls. He stated the current staff for the Police 

Department and Fire Department cannot handle this number of calls and protect the citizens of China Grove. 

He stated he is all for growth but is concerned the town will only be collected debt from this deal.  

 

Brent Engelhardt - 825 Corriher Street, Kannapolis 

He stated he owns 104 and 113 South Main Street. He stated he feels he is more vested in this town and has 

been for the past six to seven years. He stated the town is about to give away an incredible sum of money to a 
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company that is a guess or hope. He asked when you get what you are asking for, will you be happy with what 

you got. He stated typically companies this size are not American based and asked if this company is. He 

stated when companies this large come, they typically have their own construction crews from out of state do 

the work. He stated we will not make to $584 million off of these companies if that is the case. He stated he is 

a businesses owner that works hard from every penny he makes. He stated we work our entire lives and try to 

get tax breaks or incentives with no success. He asked the Council to not abandon their morals for a big fish.   

 

Wayne Starnes - 302 Chapel Street 

He stated he thinks the town is positioned with a great opportunity that it has never seen nor will it ever see. 

He stated he knows there will be some cost to the town and have to figure out how to absorb it and manage it. 

He stated but that is what good towns do, they seek opportunities when they get them, and do what they got to 

do to make it work. He stated when you look at 5,000 people coming to the area for jobs, we cannot help as 

business owns be impacted by that. He stated thinking about the next two years, all the construction workers 

will need somewhere to eat and stay. He stated he thinks this could be a good thing for the town. He stated 

Kannapolis was a mill town but once money started coming in everyone loves it. He stated he envisions China 

Grove benefiting the same way.  

 

Mark Burns - 203 Frontier Circle 

He asked where the property for Project Rabbit is located. He asked who speaks for the property owners that 

are around the property being developed. He stated he would like to know who he needs to contact to discuss 

concerns about development and maintaining property value.  

 

Rod Crider - President and CEO of Rowan County EDC 

He stated the EDC is very concerned about this project and the welfare of China Grove. He stated they have 

been working for several months with China Grove on this project. He stated the EDC does not get funded by 

projects that come to the County, our funding comes from different sources including China Grove. He stated 

there are ligament reasons a company will not reveal who they are at this time in negotiations and planning. He 

stated we happen to know who the company is, it is an American company and has been in operation for many 

years. He stated if China Grove is picked it will be one of six or seven in the country that host this company in 

the community. He stated $584 million is not construction cost, this amount will be the cost of brick and 

mortar and is the capital investment. He stated we have encouraged China Grove to match what Rowan County 

offered.  

 

Greg Edds – Chairman of the Rowan County Board of Commissioners  

He stated a company like this will contact the Department of Commerce and the EDC and asks what would be 

a good community to land a deal like this. He stated we have the information of how much will be invest, how 

many jobs, the pay range. He stated we all get together and discuss if it is a good deal or not. He stated there a 

three types of economic development deals. He stated one would be there is not a lot of investment but there 

will be a lot of jobs such as a call center. He stated one would be a huge investment but not a lot of jobs such 

as a data center. He stated then there is a hybrid with huge investment and a lot of jobs. He stated then they 

look at if it will positively impact the community or negatively impact the community. He stated as 

Commissioners we understand the poverty rate in Rowan County. He stated we look at what it would mean to 

the community when a business that pays more than a third of what our workers currently make is interested in 

this area. He stated we are competing with communities that could buy and sale Rowan County for a deal like 

this. He stated the Rowan County Commissioners decided we were all in to get a deal as this one. He stated the 

real challenge is we will all be faced with this in the future because the growth is coming. He stated we think 

the jobs are important due to the fact we know we have multiple families working several jobs with no benefits 

living in Rowan County.  

 

Mayor Seaford closed the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Heggins stated he ran with the thought of bringing jobs to China Grove. He asked if the company does not 

meet the number of jobs stated in the contract what happens. Mr. Shelton stated if the company doesn’t meet 
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the employment goals in any giving year, the grant would be reduced on a pro-rata basis. He stated the contract 

also states if the company eliminates the majority of the workforce, 51% or more, they would have to repay the 

previous three years.  

 

Mr. Phillips stated he appreciates all the comments and appreciates all the citizens that are invested in the 

town.  

 

Mrs. Sheets stated this company has five other locations and this would be the six. She asked what the average 

life span of the other locations. Mr. Shelton stated the 40-year life span is based of the average depreciation in 

North Carolina. He stated this model is a little different for this company and is a shift to e-commerce so it is 

hard to tell.    

 

Mr. Stroud stated for as long as he has been on the Council, we held off on doing things and buying things that 

we needed, knowing growth was coming along I-85. He stated he was excited when he heard about this project 

and that we would be able to pave streets and fix parks. He stated with this deal we would only be able to pave 

two blocks a year and not just one. He stated he has always been for industrial development vs residential 

development because it brings in more tax dollars, and tax dollars is what we need. He stated he does not see 

how this company would fill 2,500 jobs. He stated he was flabbergasted when he heard 80% for 15 years. He 

stated does not agree with this deal and will probably be the only no vote.  

 

Mr. Phillips made a motion to adopt the resolution to accept the incentive for Project Rabbit. Mr. Bringle 

seconded the motion, which carried with a vote of 4-1.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Stroud made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Bringle seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

_________________________________   _________________________________ 

Pamela L. Mills, CMC     Charles Seaford  

Town Clerk      Mayor 


